
F.Y.I.
A series of informational brochures 

from the Delaware Department of Transportation.

For more information please contact:
Delaware Department of Transportation

Public Relations • P.O. Box 778 • Dover, DE 19903
(302) 760-2080 or 1-800-652-5600 (in Delaware)

For in-depth information...
About Delaware transportation subjects, visit our web sites at:
www.deldot.net www.DARTFirstState.com

F.Y.I. brochures are available from the 
Office of Public Relations:

The Capital Improvement Program and the Council on
Transportation What are they? How do they work? How 
can the public get involved?

Corridor Capacity Preservation Program What's being
done to make sur e existing roads can handle future eco-
nomic growth?

Access Management How can managing access reduce con-
gestion, improve safety, preserve economic development
opportunities and extend a road's service life?

Transportation & Delaware's Future Highlights of
DelDOT's Long-Range Transportation Plan

The Integrated Transportation Management System A
tool for 
reducing congestion.

Understanding the Pipeline Process How ideas, plans
and suggestions for transportation projects move from
concept to completion.

Public Involvement How you can be involved in shaping
transportation decisions.

Highway Safety Improvement Program How targeting
improvements to high-accident sites is reducing the likeli-
hood and severity of accidents on Delaware’s roads.

Customer Satisfaction Surveys Important feedback helps
us serve you better. We're listening.

Stormwater Management If you value Delaware’s beauti-
ful ocean, bays, rivers and streams, help us protect them
by reducing water pollution “at the source.”

Delaware 
Department of 
Transportation

Delaware's Intersection Cameras

Target Red Light Runners

Running a red light isn’t worth 
the cost - especially in lives

You will have three
choices when you
receive a citation:
Pay the $75 fine. Payment
methods and address will be
included on your citation.

Appeal the citation. You may
appeal the citation in court. Appeals
will be heard in the Justice of the
Peace civil court system or in some
cases, a court of local jurisdiction. A
court date will be scheduled for you
when you remit the tear-off form
attached to the citation.

Submit an affidavit or
police report stating you
were not driving the car.

The registered owner will be held responsible for an electronic red
light violation unless he or she can furnish evidence, in the form of an
affidavit, that the vehicle was in the care, custody, or control of another
person at the time of the violation. The affidavit must include the
name and address of that person.

If the vehicle or license plate was stolen when the violation occurred,
the owner must attach a certified copy of a police report showing the
vehicle or plates were stolen prior to the time of the alleged violation.

You got caught -
now what?

Unpaid fines are subject to late penalties

if unpaid for 30 to 90 days. Your vehicle

registration could be flagged or suspend-

ed so that you cannot re-register your car

or register a new car until initial fine and

late fees have been paid.

The citation you receive in the mail

will include the following information,

as shown in the sample to the right:

Your vehicle
information

Date, time, and
location of the

offense

Photo evidence of your
red light running violation

Payment
Methods

Delaware is serious about 

enforcing its red light running 

laws. Red light violations cause over

800 deaths and 200,000 injuries in the United States

each year.  According to the Delaware Department of

Highway Safety, of the 21,218 car accidents in Delaware

last year, 1,068 were caused by drivers playing this dan-

gerous game of Russian roulette with their own lives,

and with the lives of anyone unfortunate enough to get

in their way.

Police can’t be at an intersection 24/7;
but cameras can
For everyone's safety, including those who refuse to

play by the rules of safe driving, Delaware is adding

state-of-the-art electronic enforcement systems to

many intersections statewide and hitting red light run-

ners in a place where it's sure to hurt – the pocket-

book – with fines of $75 per violation.

In other states, cameras
have reduced red   
light running by up to
This type of program has worked very well

in other communities. In Howard County,

Maryland, red light violations decreased by

42%. In Charlotte, North Carolina, the

reduction was even more dramatic —

70% in the first six months!

70%
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Enforcement Camera  
The third camera, known as the Enforcement Camera,
records close-up photographs of the front/rear license
plate on the violating vehicle after it has entered the
intersection.  These images are used to identify and
cite the vehicle owner.

Signal Camera
The second, or Signal 
Camera, records multiple
images of the vehicle
approaching and entering the
intersection from behind, with
a clear view of the signal
ahead.  This shows the vehi-
cle's location when the light is
red and can be used as prima-
ry evidence of a violation.

How the cameras catch red light runners

2

3

Images Sent Electronically & Reviewed   
When an offense has been committed, the camera images are convert-
ed to a digital file and sent electronically to a processing center where
specially trained personnel review the images to verify:

• Did the vehicle enter 
the intersection 
after the traffic 
light changed from 
yellow to red?

• Does the license 
plate match the 
vehicle pictured?

• Were there any 
extenuating 
circumstances 
that contributed 
to the violation?

Citations show only 
the vehicle, not the 
people inside
The cameras may record images of the driver

and passenger, but these images are not

used for enforcement purposes, nor do they

appear in the citation sent out to the vehicle

owner. Frontal images are used for two pur-

poses: to record the license plates of semi-

trailer trucks and out-of-state vehicles, and to

determine if there were extenuating circum-

stances that may have caused the driver to

run the red light (for example, the driver ran

the light to yield the right-of-way to an emer-

gency services vehicle).

You will not 
receive any points
An electronic red light citation is similar to a

parking ticket in that the owner of the vehi-

cle, not the driver, is the person who is held

responsible for payment of the violation.

Since the driver of the vehicle will not be

identified, no points will be assessed.

Questions…
If you have questions about your citation

you may call DelDOT at 1-800-000-0000 or

contact the police department who reviewed

and approved the citation. Their telephone

number will appear on the citation.

Cameras are being 
installed at critical 
intersections statewide
Delaware is the first state in the coun-

try to install digital red light running

cameras statewide. The cameras are

being located at intersections in Kent,

New Castle, and Sussex Counties

where past accident history and/or

reports from police and the general

public indicate that drivers have fre-

quently been running red lights.  Not

only do these cameras catch red light

violators, they have become useful

tools in helping to determine the

cause of some intersection accidents.

Goal is to change 
driver behavior
Every driver has a quick decision to make when approaching an

intersection where the light is turning from yellow to red.

Sometimes it makes sense to continue through the intersection,

but once the light has turned red, it clearly does not. Still, impa-

tient people often choose to ignore the law, and that puts lives at

risk. Thanks to red light enforcement technology, agencies like

DelDOT are working to change these drivers' behavior. Red light

violators in Delaware face stiff fines — these fines, not taxes, sup-

port the cameras' existence.

ENFORCED

RED
LIGHT
PHOTO

Signs near the
intersection 
identify that 
the cameras 

are in use

Violation & Citation 
If the processor determines 
that a violator should be cited, 
the information is used to
create a draft citation, 
which is then reviewed 
by a police officer. If the 
officer agrees that a violation 
occurred without any 
extenuating circumstances, 
a citation is issued to 
the vehicle owner. 

Tracking Camera 
The Tracking Camera's sensors detect the speed of vehi-
cles approaching an intersection as the light is changing
to red, and predicts whether or not a vehicle will run the
red light.  If it senses that a violation will occur, the cam-
era records multiple images of the vehicle approaching
and entering the intersection.  Simultaneously, the
Tracking Camera triggers the Signal and Enforcement
Cameras to record images as well.

1

1

2

3

4

5



F.Y.I.
A series of informational brochures 

from the Delaware Department of Transportation.

For more information please contact:
Delaware Department of Transportation

Public Relations • P.O. Box 778 • Dover, DE 19903
(302) 760-2080 or 1-800-652-5600 (in Delaware)

For in-depth information...
About Delaware transportation subjects, visit our web sites at:
www.deldot.net www.DARTFirstState.com

F.Y.I. brochures are available from the 
Office of Public Relations:

The Capital Improvement Program and the Council on
Transportation What are they? How do they work? How 
can the public get involved?

Corridor Capacity Preservation Program What's being
done to make sur e existing roads can handle future eco-
nomic growth?

Access Management How can managing access reduce con-
gestion, improve safety, preserve economic development
opportunities and extend a road's service life?

Transportation & Delaware's Future Highlights of
DelDOT's Long-Range Transportation Plan

The Integrated Transportation Management System A
tool for 
reducing congestion.

Understanding the Pipeline Process How ideas, plans
and suggestions for transportation projects move from
concept to completion.

Public Involvement How you can be involved in shaping
transportation decisions.

Highway Safety Improvement Program How targeting
improvements to high-accident sites is reducing the likeli-
hood and severity of accidents on Delaware’s roads.

Customer Satisfaction Surveys Important feedback helps
us serve you better. We're listening.

Stormwater Management If you value Delaware’s beauti-
ful ocean, bays, rivers and streams, help us protect them
by reducing water pollution “at the source.”

Delaware 
Department of 
Transportation

Delaware's Intersection Cameras

Target Red Light Runners

Running a red light isn’t worth 
the cost - especially in lives

You will have three
choices when you
receive a citation:
Pay the $75 fine. Payment
methods and address will be
included on your citation.

Appeal the citation. You may
appeal the citation in court. Appeals
will be heard in the Justice of the
Peace civil court system or in some
cases, a court of local jurisdiction. A
court date will be scheduled for you
when you remit the tear-off form
attached to the citation.

Submit an affidavit or
police report stating you
were not driving the car.

The registered owner will be held responsible for an electronic red
light violation unless he or she can furnish evidence, in the form of an
affidavit, that the vehicle was in the care, custody, or control of another
person at the time of the violation. The affidavit must include the
name and address of that person.

If the vehicle or license plate was stolen when the violation occurred,
the owner must attach a certified copy of a police report showing the
vehicle or plates were stolen prior to the time of the alleged violation.

You got caught -
now what?

Unpaid fines are subject to late penalties

if unpaid for 30 to 90 days. Your vehicle

registration could be flagged or suspend-

ed so that you cannot re-register your car

or register a new car until initial fine and

late fees have been paid.

The citation you receive in the mail

will include the following information,

as shown in the sample to the right:

Your vehicle
information

Date, time, and
location of the

offense

Photo evidence of your
red light running violation

Payment
Methods

Delaware is serious about 

enforcing its red light running 

laws. Red light violations cause over

800 deaths and 200,000 injuries in the United States

each year.  According to the Delaware Department of

Highway Safety, of the 21,218 car accidents in Delaware

last year, 1,068 were caused by drivers playing this dan-

gerous game of Russian roulette with their own lives,

and with the lives of anyone unfortunate enough to get

in their way.

Police can’t be at an intersection 24/7;
but cameras can
For everyone's safety, including those who refuse to

play by the rules of safe driving, Delaware is adding

state-of-the-art electronic enforcement systems to

many intersections statewide and hitting red light run-

ners in a place where it's sure to hurt – the pocket-

book – with fines of $75 per violation.

In other states, cameras
have reduced red   
light running by up to
This type of program has worked very well

in other communities. In Howard County,

Maryland, red light violations decreased by

42%. In Charlotte, North Carolina, the

reduction was even more dramatic —

70% in the first six months!

70%




